
 

Wednesday, August 5, 2020 

Distance Learning (DL) Plan Outline for Parents 

Situations for all scenarios:  Prior to getting into the specific scenarios, the next few bullet points 

are common overall points of interest regarding DL through STS. 

 Daily class schedules will be in place (we will not have Monday's as make-up/catch-up 

day in the same way).   

 *The Wednesday - Friday, 7:30 - 4:00 PM, prior to the week to come are the set 

days/times for picking up needed materials (books, workbooks, papers, tools/resources 

for Art, etc.) as needed. 

 Google Classroom will be key for posting assignments and accompanying links/work 

pages/other uploads, uploading recorded lessons and uploading completed work by 

students. 

 Google Meets/Hangouts will be used for "zooming". 

 Rediker will be key for on-line parent forms with digital signatures as well as grades for 

completed assignments and notification for missing/incomplete work. 

 Students will have 24 hours for work completion (unless sick, we will follow normal 

policy for work completion).  Thursday & Friday schoolwork is due Sunday by 5 PM. 

 We will have a more strict policy for "zoom rules" and an updated Acceptable Use Policy 

(AUP) that will reflect all necessary revisions and additions for this school year. 

 In all, we are trying to keep as much continuity as possible with transitions. Therefore 

please note the following as you review the scenarios on the next two pages: 

o If you are choosing to learn from home, we are asking for a week's notice as you 

are planning for your child to return to STS in-person. 

o If it is a situation where a student needs to quarantined or is just out sick, we will 

work with you on whether the time out is for sick days (it will be make-up work 

as normal) or if the student has the capacity to DL from home. 

o Some points in scenarios below may seem vague, however, that is because some 

of the specifics will be coming from the communication between you and the 

teacher(s) given your home situation coupled with the schedule of the teacher(s). 

 



 

1.  Distance Learning Scenario #1 - Based on choosing to stay home during in-person 

instruction or a student is home sick or quarantined and is able to participate in DL, there are two 

options that can be a combination of both: 

A. Live Instruction: Teachers will have the webcam viewing live during normal class time 

for that particular subject matter.   

a. The student at home will be able to view the lesson and interact in real time with 

the lesson and class work by asking and answering questions. 

b. It is ideal to be available for all live viewing as much as possible per the request 

of the teacher and/or daily opportunity by the student. 

c. While we know not every DL situation at home provides for the same opportunity 

to be live, maintaining communication between teacher and home is critical for 

knowing when Live Instruction is expected and requested from both sides for how 

it can occur. 

d. The webcam will be focused on the instruction of the teacher only, not panning 

out into the class of students. 

e. *For students out sick/quarantine:  Pick-up & drop-off of materials, resources, 

work, etc will need to be coordinated for knowing when something is available or 

needed by both parties. 

B. Recorded Instruction:  Teacher will record the lesson(s) with the assigned work that 

accompanies it. 

a. The recording, if needed, will be able to take place of any live instruction that is 

being followed from home.  Therefore, from above "A", not all Live instruction 

will be recorded unless needed based on this "B" scenario. 

b. The recording will be posted shortly after the end of that particular class.  

Therefore, if students from home wants to stay on a similar schedule as school, it 

would be prudent to plan for their day from home to start by 9:30 AM and run 

accordingly. 

c. The teacher will work with the student at home regarding specific times they are 

available for any questions.  In the meantime, students can ask questions in the 

Google Classroom page as directed by the teacher. 

d. The webcam will be focused on the instruction of the teacher only, not panning 

out into the class of students. 

e. If following a typical day is not able to occur from home, maintaining 

communication between teacher and home is critical for follow-up on 

questions/answers. 

f. *For students out sick/quarantine:  Pick-up & drop-off of materials, resources, 

work, etc will need to be coordinated for knowing when something is available or 

needed by both parties. 



 

 

2. Distance Learning Scenario #2 - Based on school being out and everyone is at home: 

A. Currently, Governor Wolf does not plan to close schools or cancel classes.  Therefore, 

our attention to detail on this scenario, at this time, is not complete. 

a. West Shore School District, among others, have plans for this scenario that can 

easily be adopted and adapted to best fit our situation.  So, there are no worries for 

the turnaround time in order to make it happen. 

B. Block Scheduling is a consideration so that there is heavier emphasis on a couple of 

subjects daily as opposed to every subject each day.   

a. The details for what subjects on which days would be determined once/if we 

approach this scenario.   

b. Likewise, it most likely will look different according to the various grade levels. 

C. We are planning for teachers to have access to their classroom as opposed to trying to 

teach from home like in the Spring.  Therefore, daily lessons will be live and recorded for 

direct instruction with appropriate follow up for Q & A of the work incorporated into the 

schedule. 

D. Submission of work will still have a level of flexibility to it, due to the varying 

opportunities to complete the work at home, however stricter guidelines for completing 

the work in a more timely manner will apply. 

E. *Pick-up & Drop-off of materials and resources will be more frequent than experienced 

in the Spring to help keep the over flow of work moving along from both parties. 

 

FINALLY - If you are choosing for your child to stay home and Distance Learn with STS 

via Scenario #1, please contact the office ASAP.  If you are still deciding, we are looking at 

Friday, August 21st for a deadline for making this decision. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and your continued support of STS! 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Matthew E. Shore, M. Ed. 

Principal 


